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Joseph Darwin "Joe" Willis

AUG 28, 1932 - JUN 15, 2022

O bituary

Joseph Darwin “Joe” Willis, 89, passed away on June 15, 2022 due to
pulmonary complications in Jacksonville, Florida. He was born on August 28, 1932 in
Del Rio, Tennessee to Emerson and C.L Willis.

Joe grew up in Del Rio where at the age of 16, he walked Lois Seay home from church, starting a
life journey that would extend to nearly 69 years of marriage.

Joe joined the Air Force February 26, 1953, and was honorably discharged February 25, 1957.
Highest honors: Served during Korean Conflict; Highest rank- Airman First Class. Basic Training-
Lackland A.F.B. San Antonio, TX, Aircraft Engine Technology School, Shephard A.F.B, Wichita
Falls, TX, Assigned 376 Field Maintenance Squad Barksdale, A.F.B. Shreveport, LA. T.D.Y. tours to
North Africa and Labrador, Canada.

After the Air Force, Joe worked in the local area paper mills in Pasadena, TX and Jacksonville, FL;
returning to Del Rio in 1966 to work at Magnavox, Greeneville, TN and Enka, Morristown, TN. In
1971, Joe and his family returned to northeast Florida as he pursued a career in plumbing; retiring
in 1995.

After retirement, Joe and his wife Lois traveled with friends and family out west and to Alaska. He
enjoyed hunting and fishing and hosting friends and relatives at their secondary home in the
mountains of Del Rio, TN.

He is survived by his loving wife Lois Willis Yulee, Florida; his children: Teresa McIntyre Raleigh,
NC; Joseph Darwin Willis Jr Puntarenas, Costa Rica; Vida Willis Yulee, Florida and brothers:
Lester Willis, Parrottsville, TN and MacArthur Willis, Del Rio, TN. Joe was known as Papa to his
grandchildren Megan Elise McIntyre and Joseph Arron Willis.
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The funeral will take place at 7PM Thursday, June 23, 2022 at Brown Funeral Home. The family
will receive friends from 5PM to 7PM prior to the service. Burial is scheduled for 10:30AM Friday,
June 24, 2022 at the Jonestown Cemetery in Del Rio. Family & friends may also offer condolences
online at www.brownfuneralhomenewport.com

Brown Funeral Home is honored to serve the Willis family.
To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Joseph Darwin "Joe" Willis, please visit
our floral store. div.ptwp-tree { min-width:400px; float: right; } A Memorial Tree was planted for

Joseph Darwin We are deeply sorry for your loss - the staff at Brown Funeral Home Join in
honoring their life - plant a memorial tree
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Tribute Wall Joseph Darwin "Joe" Willis

AUG 28, 1932 - JUN 15, 2022

Costner-Maloy & Brown Funeral Home shared a Video.

September 23 at 12:09 PM

A Memorial Tree Was Planted For Joseph Darwin "Joe" Willis posted:

A Memorial Tree was planted for Joseph Darwin "Joe" WillisWe are deeply sorry for your loss ~ the
staff at Brown Funeral HomedJoin in honoring their life - plant a memorial tree

September 23 at 12:09 PM

With Our Deepest Sympathies Debbie, Jack, Julia And Jaclyn Hoffman posted:

A touch of gold was purchased for the family of Joseph Darwin "Joe" Willis by With our deepest
sympathies Debbie, Jack, Julia and Jaclyn Hoffman. Send FlowersOur thoughts and prayers are with
you in this difficult time. As you grieve know that we are thinking of you.With our deepest sympathies
Debbie, Jack, Julia and Jaclyn Hoffman

September 23 at 12:09 PM

Ellen Turner posted:
Joe, my deepest sympathy for you and your family.

July 31at 1:50 PM

Gail Metcalf posted:
deepest sympathy for your loss to the Willis family

June 24 at 7:39 AM
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Costner-Maloy & Brown Funeral Home shared a Video. September 23 at 12:09 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Joseph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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